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Year in Review 

National Recognition for the Organization’s “Reintroduction” 

“The Minnesota Taxpayers Association has changed its name (after 87 

years! ) to the Minnesota Center for Fiscal Excellence...(They have) been 

one of the most influential organizations in state and local public finance.   

It has a reputation for performing honest, unbiased research and its 

commitment to sound tax policy is unrivaled.” 

David Brunori, Contributing Editor 

State Tax Notes  

“The Minnesota Center for Fiscal Excellence sets a standard for 

dependable, nonpartisan, evidence-based policy analysis. Its work in 

Minnesota benefits public officials and researchers across the country 

who learn from its timely research, extensive data, and well considered 

recommendations” 

 

    Joan Youngman, Chair,  

    Department of Valuation and Taxation, 

    Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Cambridge MA 
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A New Look 

Key Statistics Since Launch (January 2013): 

 

• 3,450 “unique visitors”  1,800 of which are returning visitors 

•  Nearly 16,000 page views 

•  Ave 500 visits per month (800 per month during legislative 

 session) 
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New Development and Communications Products 
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2013 Releases 

MCFE Competitiveness Study 

 

•  Numerous  presentations to business groups, 

 civic groups and local chambers, with more 

 scheduled 

 

•   Featured editorial in Pioneer Press  

 “The Three Legged Spending Stool” 
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50 State Property Tax Comparison Study, Payable 2013 

•  Nation’s only comparative study on 

 effective property tax burdens  

 

•  Funded  by yearly contract with Lincoln 

 Institute of Land Policy and is top 

 download on their nationally acclaimed 

 “Significant Features of the Property Tax” 

 website  

 

•  New addition for the first time examines 

 impacts of assessment limitations on 

 homeowner burdens  

 

•  Uses include incorporation into COST 

 national business tax burden studies and 

 city of Detroit restructuring investigations 
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MCFE Multi State Income Tax Comparison Study 

•  Nation’s only study on effective individual 

 income  tax burdens 

 

•  Subject of national webinar by the 

 Governmental Research Association 

 

•  Basis for featured editorial in Pioneer 

 Press  (“How Much Fairness is Too 

 Much?”) 
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Issue Brief: “Minnesota’s Troubled Price of 

Government” 

 

 

•  Analysis and perspective on the problems 

 associated with common interpretations of 

 an influential metric on government 

 taxation and spending 

 

•  A good example of MCFE deep diving 

 into the facts behind “the story” 
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“How Does Minnesota Compare” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

•       An annual MCFE publication for over 40 years 

 

•  National tax and spending rankings based on 

        Census data 
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Advocacy, Education, and Member/Public Communications 

 
Nine issues of Legislative Spotlight 

providing “one stop shopping” for 

summaries of tax bill introductions 

and tax committee activities 

 
 “Fiscal Focus” topics have included: 

 

•  The debates and evidence surrounding 

 Minnesota “tax fairness” 

 

•  Public pension reform that isn’t 

 

•  The history of state property tax 

 buydowns 

 

•  The promises and pitfalls of 

 performance based budgeting in 

 government 
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Advocacy and Member/Public Communications 

Legislative Testimony 

 

• Problems of business to business taxation 

 

• Defense of local property tax; criticism of talking points and messaging surrounding  

misguided policy efforts  to unduly insulate citizens from local decision making and 

tax prices (and have business pay for it) 

 

• Improving “Truth in Taxation”  (working with NAIOP MN to improve property tax 

transparency) 

 

• Pension reform  (MCFE retains strong position with media as a “go to” organization 

for an ideological neutral, fact based analysis of the issues and problems) 

 

“Record year” for news citations and commentary including: 

 

  MPR Morning Edition StarTribune 

  MPR Politifact   Pioneer Press 

  MinnPost    Politics in Minnesota 

  Duluth News Tribune  Detroit News 
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Looking Forward – Key Administrative Initiatives 

•  Rebuild the MCFE membership base and support for the 

 Foundation  

 

•  Develop and strengthen MCFE  activities and services supporting 

 tax professionals 

 

•  Establish social media presence to expand reach and awareness of 

 our  work 
 

 

MCFE Operations and Strategy Committee – Help Set the Agenda for Your Organization 
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Looking Forward – “Coming Attractions” 

In Draft – Education Guides 

 
•   Understanding your Property Taxes – Payable 2014 

•   Understanding Business Taxation (update) 

 

In Process 
 

•  Understanding the Public Pension Debate: What Every Citizen Should Know 

(2014) 

 

•  MCFE Issue Brief: How Important is Government Employment to Local 

Economies (analysis of changes in local wage composition over the past decade) 

 

• TNT Reform initiative /pilot projects 

 

• 2014 versions of annual publications (50 state property tax, HDMC) 
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Looking Forward 

Being Scoped for Possible Activity and Involvement (2015 session) 

 

•   Benchmarking investigations into HHS spending and C/I  

 development cost structures 

•   Education finance and education cost control 

•   Follow on work on state competitiveness 
 

Upcoming commentary / analysis (Fiscal Focus, blog, editorial) 

 

•    Tax implications of the ACA 

•    Income equality – what the state can and can’t do  

•    School referenda  and property tax capitalization 
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QUESTIONS? 

Thank you for your continuing support of  

 

•  Sound Tax Policy,  

•  Efficient Spending, and 

•  Accountable Government  

 

in our state 

www.FiscalExcellence.org 


